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LE T T 
Er 


To H. M Eſq; 


New York, Auguſt 15, 1756. 


NEVER was ſo much ſurpriſed, as in 
finding this part of the world ſuperior to 
England .:---the air is ſerene and the land 
fertile: , peaches, nectarines, apples, and all 
other fruits peculiar to the ſoil of Europe, 
.grow wild in the woods, and only feed the 
particular beaſts which inhabit them : I can- 
not ſay the taſte is quite fo exquiſite and de- 
l cious, which I ſuppoſe may be owing to the 
want of grafting and tranſplanting,---but the 
appearance looks ſo much like the golden age, 
and the firſt ſtate of nature, that I could al- 
moſt determine to ſpend the remainder of my 
life here. The river leading to the city of 
New York, runs a conſiderable way into the 

country, but has a bar at the mouth, v hich 
F 3 prevents 


(10 
prevents the entrance of very large ſhips: 
me lands are cultivated as far as the eye can 
range from the banks, and the cottages in- 

habited with a variety of people from Ger- 
many, Holland, &c. New-York & is an 
. Iſland, ſituated about 30 miles up Hudſon's 

river, bounded by Long Iſland on the eaſt, 
and Staten [land on the ſouth, The noble- 
neſs of: the town ſurpriſed me more than the 
fertilegappearance of the country. I had no 
idea of finding a place in America conſiſting of 
near 2000 houſes, elegantly built of brick, raiſ- 
ed on an eminence, and the ſtreets paved and 
ſpacious ; furniſhed with commodious keys 
and warehouſes, and employing ſome hun- 
dreds of veſſels in its foreign trade and fiſh- 
eries ;---but ſuch is this city, that a very few 
in England can rival it in ſhow, gentility and 
hoſpitality. It is a royal government, and 

:the officers appointed by the crown. There 
are very few Indians on this iſland, being all 
either cut off by inteſtine wars or diſeaſes E | 
the laborious people,- in general, are Guinea 3 
negros, who lie under particular reſtraints, 
from the attempts they have made, to maſ- 
facre the inhabitants for their LIBERTY, 


In the latitude of 400 4o” North, and lon- 
' gitude 73259 Weſt from the meridian of London. 
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which is ever defired by thoſe (you find) who 
never knew the enjoyment of it. I cannot 
quit this colony, without taking notice of a 
very particular cataract, which forms a pro- 
digious arch, and (according to the eye) may 


fall about 150 feet; but what is more ex- 
traordinary, the miſt, which is occaſioned by 
the fall, on a ſunny day, forms a moſt de- 
lightful rainbow, and may be ſeen twelve 
miles off. There are romantic ſtories told of 
this cataract, but I am reſolved to relate no 
more than I have ſeen. The Iroquois often 
appear here on buſineſs, and their appearance 
is more ſavage than I can deſcribe.---I cannot 
help telling you the ceremony of burying their 
dead :---all the relations paint their faces 
black, and twice a day make a moſt wretched 
lamentation over the grave ; the time of the 
mourning conſiſts with the continuation of 
the black face, which is never waſhed, out 
of reſpe to the dead. The corpſe is placed 
upright on a ſcat,---and his gun, bows, ar- 
rows and money buried with him, to furniſh 
him with ſhooting implements in the next 
world, where they believe is more game than 
in America,---and that the delightful. country 
lies a long way we/ſttwward.--They have prieſts 
among them, called Pawaws, who, if it is 
poſſible, make theſe wretches more ignorant 
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( 104 ) 
than nature meant them to be. My ſtay, 
tho' very ſhort here, has been attended with 
a moſt diſagreeable circumſtance, When 
about three leagues from the ſhip, the boat's 


crew (conſiſting of ten men) roſe on me, bound 


me hand and foot, and run the boat on ſhore, 


here I might have periſhed, had not two 


returned and unbound me, which two I 


brought to the ſhip again. They confeſs'd 
they had attempted to throw me over-board 


(which I never perceived) but ſomething al- 


ways prevented :---had they perpetrated their 
villainy, I ſhould have died by the mouths 
of ſome thouſands of ſharks,---as I was at 


that time fiſhing on a bank, where nothing 
could be more numerous. This is ſo ſtriking 
an act of the hand of Providence, that had it 
-happened to an atheiftical perſon, it might 
Have been the happy means of converting him. 
From hence we are bound to the Weſt Indies, 
which is a ſecret which never tranſpired till the 
day of our departure. I am a little chagrined 
at the circumſtance, not being provided for 
ſo long a voyage. 


I am, &c. 


P. S. We have now 150 people ill in 


fluxes, ſcurvies and fevers. 


( 105 ) 
> TT x mlb 
To G. T. Eq; 


Antigua, September 22. 1756. 

E are happily arrived here, after a very 
tempeſtuous paſſage, meeting in the 

latitude of 260 North, with a violent ſtorm, 
which continued 48 hours,---in which we 
ſprung our maſts, and a leak, which had 
nearly drowned us all :---the few people who 
were well, being quite fatigued with ſtand- 
ing at the pumps, declared (when the ſhip 
had five feet water in her hold) they would 
rather fink than pump any longer: upon 
which Mr. Corniſh ſhowed a moſt gallant 
ſpirit, and ſwore he would put the firſt man 
to death that refuſed : this happy menace. 
cleared the ſhip, the ſtorm ſubſided, and we. 
repaired all damages. In paſſing the dorch 
of Cancer, we obſerved the old ſea cuſtom”. 
of ducking thoſe who had never been acroſs 
that latitude :---the ſame is obſerved on the 
equinoctial ;---but from whence this watery 
ceremony aroſe, I am at a loſs to determine; 
it has certainly been practiſed ever fince we 
have any account of ſhips making ſouthern 
A and might as well ariſe from the 
F 5 fabulous 


(206) 
fabulous poetical ſtory told by Ovip of Dæ- 
dalus and Icarus, as. from any other: the 
youth being drowned in this parallel of lati- 
tude, in making his eſcape with his father, 
from the wrath of Minos, in a ſhip prepared 
by Paſiphae, which having only oars, the in- 
genious Dzdalus invented ſails, nam ponit 
in ordine pennas; the uſe of which (Pauſa- 
nias tells us) was not then known ! in Greece, 
and Oviy's fancy converted them into wings: 
ſo in compliment to the firſt inventor of fails, 
or canvaſs wings, this cuſtom of ducking i is 
preſerved, and ſo rough a one, that no 
Fr can forget it that undergoes it. 


*L The iſland of Antigua * is of a circular 
Eg about 62 miles in circumferance, ve- 
ry mountainous, and Fa diſtinguiſh- 
ed by two lofty hills. Upon the top of the 
moſt conſiderable õne (Which is called Monk's 
hill) is a battery of 33 guns, which is the laſt 
retreat the inhabitants can make when de- 
feated. Having no ſprings on this hill, they 

have erected tanks, or reſervoirs for rain 

© * *water, which contain upwards of 2448 tons. 
The inhabitants are about 10,000 whites, and 

15, ooo blacks. Saint Fobn is the principal 

: town, ene ſwirds of 500 houſes, 


OE built 


One of the 3 TRE in © ed 1 170 
30⁰ North, longitude 60 3 55 Welt of London. 
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built of wood, and very low, on account of 
the vio ent hurr canes :---the ſtreets are wide, 


but no: paved; aud proviſions of all kinds 
exceſſively dear, 18 8. being a common price 
for a turkey, which are brought, and almoſt 
every thing elſe, in the lumber veſſels from 
America, in a dry ſeaſon wa'er 1s often 
dearer than claret ;---for upon this iſle there 


is but one ſpring, which is medicinal, and 


alternately hot and cold, twice every 24 
hours. All the good living is amongſt the 
planters in the country, where, if you are a 
Scotſman, you may be well entertained. The 
planter ſtruts a petty king amidſt his ſlaves, 


and has his black ſeraglio: -in general, they 
are haughty, ignorant, and cruel, which ariſes 


from that deſpotick government over their 
poor ſlaves, who are whipped, and drove by 
the laſh, like cattle. The greateſt part of the 


eſtates on the iſland are conducted by over- 


ſeers, the moſt of which are Scotſmen ; who 


perhaps have been tranſported to Virginia, | 


and from thence eſcaped to rule here. Theſe 


iſlands are certainly the happieſt azylums for 


fugitives and convicts, and at once anſwer 
the purpoſe of exile and utility; for theſe 
rotten members of ſociety, in time wear out 


the ſtains of baniſhment and diſgrace, amaſs 
plentiful fortunes, and leave prodigal heirs 
to iquander them away. Here England faves 


herſelf 
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(108) 
herſelf a great expence, and fur 
paſſes the people of Athens, who built ci- 
ties and places for thoſe who had done 
things, that rendered them obnoxious to the 
laws. Cadmus had his at Thebes ; and Romu- 
tus erected one upon mount Capitolinus ; ; but 
theſe were all maintained at the expence of 
the ſtate; whereas, England finds great 
_ riches ariſing from ſubjects ſhe had abſolutely 
thrown off and renounced. Theſe light gen- 
tlemen treat us, who are come to defend 
their ifland, by the genteel appellation of 


alien and foreigner ; and have good manners 


enough to give public aftronts to every officer 
under Mr. Frankland ; but till are fo happy 
in their good manners, as never to meet 
thoſe, who have ſpirit to meet them. 


I am, &c. 


| P. 8. Duels are very frequently fought here, 
out of piſtol ſhot. 


LE T. 


( 109) 


LE OT EX me: 
To L. L. Eſq; 


Engliſh Harbour, in the iſland of 
Antigua, October 21, 1756. 


I TH the ſtricteſt truth, I may call 
this one of the moſt infernal places 
on the face of the globe, tho? a commodious 
harbour in this part of the world, for refitting 
of ſhipping : it is ſurrounded with high hills, 
which obſtruct the air, and renders it uncom- 
monly unwholſome. I have been long de- 
clining with the white flux, and for recovery, 
ſtuffed into a ſmall room with 26 people; 
---but now in better health; I officiate as 
chaplain, and bury eight men in a morning. 
Fluxes and fevers are the reigning diſtempers, 
and both I attribute to the water drank by 
the ſeamen,---which is taken out of tanks or 
ciſterns, built by admiral Knowles ;---it is 
all rain water, and covered cloſe up, which, 
for want of air, breeds poiſonous animalcula, 
and becomes foul and putrid.----The melan- 
choly effects it produces, might in a great 
manner be prevented, by boiling the water 
before it is iſſued, or ordering the people to 
do it; this would deſtroy theſe vermin, and 


(110) 
eorrect the putrefaction. I am convinced, 
from long obſervation, that moſt of the diſ- 
tempers in ſouthern climates ariſe from the 
water drank,---as ſhip ſickneſſes do from the 
bilge water, which is evidently proved in 
leaky ſhips being always healthful ;---I there- 
fore recommend to all officers, naval and 
mercantile, to Jet in ſalt water every day, 
-and boil their freſh, for the good of them- 
ſelves and cargos. 


F We have a general viſit every Sunday toms 
the negros of the different parts of the iſland, 
.who hold, in all other places as well as here, 
their markets on the Sabbath,---being the 
only day of relaxation they are indulged with 
by the tyrants they are ſlaves to: the diſa- 

_ .greeable ſmell of their bodies is fo great, that 
I have ſmelt, when the wind ſet from that 
quarter, a negro market a mile or more. 
But bad ſmells don't hurt the ſailor's appetite, 
each man poſſeſſing a temporary lady, whoſe 
pride is her conſtancy to the man ſhe chooſes, 
and in this particular they are ſtrictly ſo. I 
J have known 350 women ſup and ſleep on 
board on a Sunday evening, and return at 
day break to their different plantations. I 
don't know what to compare this charcoal 
ſeraglio to: in numbers we beat the Turk ;--- 
in * the "_— — — but, in beauty, 
ve 


1 
* 
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we ſubmit to the fair Circaſſians. Theſe poor 
ſlaves bring with them fruit, vegetables and 
milk, which they exchange for bread and 
beef. The planters generally allow them a 
ſmall barren ſpot of ground, which as ſoon. 
as they have well tilled, they take to them- 
ſelves, and give them another : they live in 
wretched thatched hovels, and after their daily 
labour, fleep on a board: their fires are in the 
middle of their huts, which have no chim- 
neys, the ſmoak creating warmth, and alſo 


keeps out the muſquitos: their dreſs, in ge- 


neral, is no more than a cloath round the 
middle, - unleſs the miſtreſſes of great Dons, 
who wear ſilks and calicoes. There is a moſt 
wretched epidemical diſtemper amongſt theſe 
unhappy mortals, (called the Vaws) which 
when it appears on a ſlave, he is immediately 
drove from the ſociety of the reſt: his victuals 
are left in a particular place, not being allowed 
any communication with the other negros : 
thus wandering for months about the fields; 
and dying by degrees, they become at laſt a 
prey to the birds of the air. I am ſorry I 
cannot ſay any thing pleaſant of this place; 
but to-morrow we fail for Barbadoes, from 
whence, I hope, I may entertain * with 
more pleaſing ACCCOUNtS. 
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TT 
To 
Barbadoes , December 5, 1756. 
HIS iſland looks more like a chriſtian 


country, than any of the Carribbees : 
every ſpot of it is. cultivated, and cleared of 


Wood: it is about 30 miles long, and 16 


broad :---to the eaſtward, it is: defended by 
rocks, and the ſouth-weſt point forms a large 


bay for ſhipping, in which the chief place is 


erected, (called Bridge-Town.) The town 

is very extenſive and well built, and the mer- 

chant's houſes elegant. Every thing is dear 
but flying fiſh, (which are called Barbadve's 


Pigeons) all other proviſions are brought from 
New England, unleſs what the planters 
raiſe for their own uſe. The inhabitants. are 


more eaſy, hoſpitable and kind, than on the 


© otheriflands;---but yet haverthat; volatile ſpirit 
** earl to the Creole. The cruel e e 


FM 4 + 


manity —2 moſt horrid inſtance of which, 

was acted here the other day by a miſtreſs to 

a, j her 

* Situated in the Arlantick ocean, in the lati- 
ttide 129 58” North, longitude 580 45 Weſt, 


( 113) 
her female ſlave : the girl had committed ſome 
trivial domeſtic error ; upon which, ſhe com- 
manded four of her ſervants to hold her down 
to the ground, while ſhe abſolutely exulted in 
ſmiles, and dropped hot ſealing wax on the 
different parts of the back, till the poor crea- 
ture expired in the moſt excrutiating tortures. 
Was you accuſtomed to live with the plan- 
ter's ladies, you would not be ſurpriſed at any 
cruelty, for they are taught in their very in- 
fancy, to flog with a whip the ſlave that 
offends them. The negros, in general, 

come from the coaſt of Guinea, which makes 
their manners and ſuperſtitions alike, —altho? 
I never knew they had the leaſt idea of any 
worſhip, till I was acquainted by Doctor Hill 
of this place, who told me he had many A4fri- 
can negros brought him in the hypocondriack 
ſtate, which neither medicine nor advice 
could palliate; and that he had no other re- 
courſe in ſuch caſes, but in ſending for a ne- 
gro prieſt, who would perſuade the patient, 
after having exerciſed a number of legerdemain 
tricks, that he had extracted toads, ſerpents 
and birds from his body, - which being con- 
cealed about him he produces them at plea- 

ſure ; after ſuch an operation, you'll ſee the 
| - ſuperſtitious wretch revive, and in a few days, 

; return in ſpirits to his labour. They very 

| | often 
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often, in their thefts, meet with a ſtring of 
Tags hung out to frighten the birds from freſh- 
ſown ſeed ;—this they call their god Obia, 
. who they believe, has detected them,---and 
is very often a means of their confeſſing the 

crime they have committed, or becoming 

ſplenetic; imagining that all their food is poi- 

fon, which operates ſo ſtrongly on their weak 
minds, aseven to kill them in a few months. 
In all climates, and in all ages, ignorance and 


ſuperſtition have gone hand in hand, and 


wherever they have predominantly prevailed, 
they have effectually ruined the people. The 
Try-all ſloop, having juſt engaged a ſhip, 
bound to Martinico, (in which action the 
Frenchman blew up) calls us in a great hurry 
to ſea, where we hope to meet with a fleet 
long expected. 811 
: Ee I am, &c. 
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L ET T'E RK MEE 
To H. M. Eſq; 


t. John's, Antigua, 
1 ebruary 16, 1757- 


E are juſt returned from a long diſ- 
agreeable cruiſe, without preferment, 
honor or emolument. The infrequency of 


French ſhips in theſe weſtern ſeas, muſt cer- 
certainly be owing to your circumſpection at 


home ; for nothing can exceed our foreign vi- 


gilance, but your domeſtic attention. About 


ſix weeks ago, we left the iſland of Dominico®, 
where we went for wood and water. It is 


one of the moſt fruitful iſles in theſe ſeas,” but 
mountainous and woody. Its inhabitants are 


chiefly French ;—the reſidue Indians, who in- 


habit the moſt wild inacceſſible parts : the 


coffee, cotton, and cocoa, produced in this 
Iſland, exceed any other raiſed in the Weſt 
Indies. The Coffee grows on a ſhrub about 
as high as a currant buſh, with a dark green 
leaf like the bay tree; it is propagated from 
> which ſhould be ſown ſoon after they 

are 


, * Latitude of 159 25 North, longitude 59p 50 
Wen of London. 
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are gathered. They have the fineſt plantati- 
ons of it in this iſland I ever faw.--- 


The Cocoa reſembles our cherry-tree; the 


fruit is incloſed in a yellow pod, about the 


bigneſs of a cucumber, beginning and end- 
ing in a point. In the inſide is a number of 


white fibres; in the middle of theſe are con- 


tained 12 ſeeds or grains of a brown colour, 


each grain is covered with a little bark; in 


the middle is the Cocoa, which ſeparates into 
five or ſix unequal parts, and after grinding 
and diflolving in hot water, forms a viſcous 
tenacious paſte ; a ſolution of which makes 
an agreeable liquor called C Hocolate. 


The Cotton ſhrub grows about fixe feet 
from the ground, with a leaf ſhaped like the 
currant, but ſomething larger; it bears a 
beautiful yellow flower like the daffodil, which, 
when withered, diſcovers a pod in ſhape and 
fize of a pigeon's egg, wherein is contained 
the cotton :—of this ſhrub are large plantati- 
ons, and when blooming, it makes a pleaſ- 
ing appearance. 


The Manzanillo ( 88 called the Naun- 
ganil) grows like the pear-tree, and bears a 


Ja beautiful apple of the rankeſt poiſon. 


One would imagine, from its delightful * | 


ing appearance, and the bad conſequence of 
the taſte, that it was the tree ſo fatal to our 
firſt mother,. which being of beautiful aſpect, 
and a poiſonous nature, Adam forbad her to 
eat thereof: — but Eve, having a longing in- 
elination to gratify herſelf, where ſhe was 
enjoined to forbear, plucked the fruit of that 
forbidden (poiſonous) tree,—** whoſe mortal 
taſte brought death into the world, and all 
our woe.” —In ſhort, .I ſuppoſe it bliſtered 
her mouth, which Adam removed by the ap- 
plication of the WHITE CE DAR, a tree al- 
ways growing near, and meant by the God of 
Nature as an immediate antitode to ſo fatal 
and fo tempting a poiſon. 


The Ficus Indicus, called by the negros, 
the Prickly-Pear, grows wild in all theſe weſ- 
tern iſles, and ſerves them for good fences, 
growing very high, and full of long bearded 
thorns, which will pierce the ſole of a ſhoe : 
—it bears a beautiful red flower, fringed with 
white ;—the fruit has a moſt delicious taſte, 
and of a deep purple colour, which accord- 


ing to the quantity eat, will more or leſs * 
the water. 


The Calabaſb is a lofty ſpreading tree, the 
leaf in ſmell and ſhape much of your nec- 


tarine N 

; * 
* 

+ 


„ 
tarine :—it has a moſt happy domeſtick qua- 


lity in this country, producing drinking veſ- | 
ſels for thoſe who have not ingenuity to make | 
them : it bears a globular fruit as big as a 


man's head, upon the bark of which the ne- 
gros carve a thouſand true love's [knots and 


flouriſhes, —and when the pith ! is WE out, 
it ſerves for a variety of houſhold uſes. 


I wiſh this arborous epiſtle may divert you; 
but if I'm deficient in the proper terms, 1 


hope my extraordinary obſervations may, in 
ſome degree, compenſate for a want of that 


neceſſary, happy obſc 885 peculiar to all ar- 


boriſts and botaniſts. 
I am, &c. 


L id F 
L E T- 
* Fa N _ 
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T& Lic; Eſq. 


Tobago *, March 17, 1757. 


H O' we are continually moving from 
1 iſland to iſland, nevertheleſs-it affords 
no variety, for there is a ſameneſs in the Cre- 
ole, — and an equal inhoſpitality in the coun- 
try. Tobago is an entire wood, but a fine 
rich foil, and worthy the attention of the 
iſlanders to clear it: the bays are well ſtocked 
with a variety of fiſh, and the woods with all 
kinds of fowl. The only inhabitants upon 
it are Indians, and a few French, who oc- 
caſionally come from Martinique on turtle 
fiſhing. Theſe ſavages are very ſhy, and at 
the ſame time very inoffenſive ; for, unleſs 
you diſturb their little town, they will offer 
no violence to you. They are of a bright 
olive colour, and go almoſt naked, bearing 
no other arms than the bow and arrow; they 
ſubſiſt entirely by fiſhing and ſhooting, at 
which they are uncommonly expert; — the 
greateſt preſent you can make them, is knives 


Is in the latitude of 110 10” North, being 45 
leagues N. by E. half E. of Barbadoes. 
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and trinkets; ; the firſt for domeſtic uſes, the 
ſecond for the ornament of their ladies, —who 
are as active as the men, but leſs agreeable in 
appearance. This iſland abounds with a 
greater , variety of animals than any other, 
partly owing to its proximity to the continent 
of South America, and being leſs frequented 
and diſturbed. No place abounds more with 
ſnakes and ſerpents, which nevertheleſs are 
inoffenſive; I have ſeen many of various 
ſizes, which were as ready to retire from me, 
as I-from them. The Armadillo, or Hog in 
armour, is frequently found here; it is a moſt 
harmleſs creature and feeds upon inſects : 
the coat of mail which covers the back, de- 
fends it from the enemy, into which it draws 
itſelf, like the hedge -hog :—it is framed a 


great rarity. 


This iſland abounds with 1 
which nothing can ſurpaſs in loftineſs and 
beauty. This tree as juſtly claims the ſupe- 
riority amongſt vegetables, as London does 
over it's neighbouring hamlets ; they are in 
their prime at 30 years growth, and are from 
70 to 80 feet high. There is only a tuft of 
leaves on the top, which is the cabbage, and 
to obtain it you muſt cut down the tree, which 


is hollow, and. an inciſion may be made 4 | 
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a knife :—it is excellent boiled, but more 
agreeable when pickled, 


I one day had an inclination to wander into 
the woods to gather oranges : but finding 
them ſo impenetrably thick and difficult to 
paſs, —came to a ſmall river, where I ſtripped 
off my cloaths, and waded a mile or two, 
without a ſight of any thing human, —— be- 
ing reſolved to penetrate ſome miles into the 
country by this method ; I continued on, 
when to my aſtoniſhment, on the ſide of the 
bank I found a little hovel, inhabited by a 
man, a dog, a cat, and ſome fowls ; he re- 
ceived me with a ſilent politeneſs, and hand- 
ed me into his hut ; the age and gravity of his 
countenance commanded reſpe& :----I was 
ſometimes inclined to ſpeak, being divided in 
my opinion, whether he was an Indian or a 
European : at length, after a ceremonious 
pauſe, he broke filence in French, -whicx 
aſtoniſhed me as much as his appearance. 
He told me he had lived that folitary life 
near one and twenty-years, without having 
convers'd with any thing human : he ſaid 
the Indians, (would ſometimes) when hunt- 
ing, call on him and give him part of the 
game they had taken, and ſhave off his beard 
with their knives ; but he had never paid at- 

. E 
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tention enough to their language to converſe 


mit. His amuſements for the time, had 


deen gathering fruit, planting corn, and ſeek- 
ing ſhell fiſh in the river,---with which, and 


the bleſſing of God, he was content, not 
coveting the palaces and tables of monarchs, 
for prayer and ſolitude he preferred before the 
buſtle, vice and luxury of the world.” When 


I aſked him the cauſe of his retirement, he 
hung his head, and wept---then continued : 


«© A party quarrel] happened amongſt the 
prieſts of Martinico, in which he was a chief; 


but the ſuperior diſputants dreading the 


conſequences of ſome particular tenets he ad- 


ö vanced, —had him ſeized one night and land- 
ed an this iſland.“ I offered to take him to 
Europe, —which he politely refuſed, —de- 


claring, He would rather live in that ſoli- 
tude than with the Grand Monarch :—here 


; (fays he) I offend no man, and no man of- 


fendeth me,—and when I die,—I truſt, theſe 


mountain ſavages will have charity enough to 


me.” Thus diſcourſing, we return- 
ed down the river, and at. our tents we gave 
him tools, cloaths, food, &c. with which he 
_ happily retired, —I hope the Indians will have 
| patience to wait his death, for they muſt be 
heirs to his dog, his cat, his tools, and ma- 


Flein; but things of this kind will fimu- 
I 


* 
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fate a ſavage to perpetrate a murder as ſoon 


as gold will us ;—but, Heaven protect this 
poor hermit ! 


O Cur1osiTy you led me firſt 
To the poor Hermit's little peaceful hut, 
Where ſavage feet had only trod before. 
Steep was the pathleſs bank, and by it roll'd 
A ſleepy ſtream to wed the briny flood. 
Four poſts bore up th' inwoven'd hurdle roof, 
And porous canes receiv'd his unclad limbs 
In ſleep; and when he dream'd, the ſilent 
woods 
Heard all his dreams ; - but Heaven all his 
pray'rs. 
A faithful dog watch'd faithful by his ſide, 
And ſhow'd more love, more gratitude to 
him, 
Than he as man, had ever known from man, 
O bluſh ! and learn fidelity from brutes'; 
Dogs have been true, to men who have been 
brutes 
One knew ULyssEs ®, when unknown at 
home, 
And leaping up for joy, with joy expir'd, 
Around the hut, the painted chanticler 
G 2 Sounded 


* Argus, a faithful 2 who was the only 
ſervant that knew his maſter, after his lon 82 ab · 
2 ſence at the fiege of Troy. 
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Sounded his wings, and crow'd his yy 
ſong : 

Th' ungrateful cat here purd i in vain for mice, | 

To keep in exerciſe her ſavage claws : 


For all was folitude and peace. 


From this place we ſhall proceed on 2 
cruiſe off Martinico, from whence I hope to 


ſend you ſome account of our good ſucceſs. 


ET | Jam. &c; 


LET. 
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F MAXEME 
To H. M. Eſq. 


St. Kits, June 13, 1757. 
LTH O' we fail this day with 170 
fail of ſhips for England, yet I never- 
theleſs write to you, imagining they may de- 
lay our paſſage. In nine months cruiſing, our 
fucceſs has only been three prizes, for which 
I've received about three pounds: thus, en- 
riched and honoured, we leave theſe iſlands, 
and yet before we abſolutely depart, I muſt 
give you a general character of theſe people. 
The Creoles are a volatile, haughty, ignorart 
people ; fond of dreſs, pomp and pageantry, 
and ſlaves to all the Cardinal Vices : we, who 
defend them from the inſults of the enemy, 
are deemed foreigners, and all the reſpect they 
pay to the Mother Country, they call coming 
to England, coming home. In Antigua and 
Barbadoes, an officer ſeldom eſcapes publick 
affronts, which if he reſents, they are ready 
to accept the challenge, yet prudent in never 


keeping the appointment : but, I believe, 
theſe feuds have been heightened by the con- 


0 eh which have ſubſiſted between them 


Mr. Frankland. —The women, in ge- 
1 neral 
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_ neral unhappily cheriſh a low pride ; few 
are acquainted with good breeding,---and 
more unacquainted with modeſty.---Swear- 
ing in a vulgar corrupted dialect at their ſlaves 
is general; never unmaſking in the ſtreets to 
a foreigner general, and ogling and intriguing 


no where more common: which in a great mea- - 


ſure may be attributed to the men, who carry on 
amours with their ladies ſlaves, and the leſs 
private, the more degage and genteel. I can- 
not forbear ſending you a few lines written 
here, in anſwer to Mr. ULTon's verſes in 
praiſe of theſe people. 


| THE CREOLE. 


| To ſee a tyrant in an abject 1 | 
Too mean to live, aſpiring to be great 


Does it not ſhock the truly nobler mind, 
To ſee ſuch monſters mingl'd with mankind | 
Thus have I ſeen a wood of ſpreading trees, 
Strip'd of their foliage by th' autumnal breeze, 


Their leaves by various winds puff'd ev'ry 
way, 


And mixt promiſcuous, wither and decay. | 


There turn, my Mus x, and view that 
ſunny hill, 
Where whiſp'ring zephyrs turn a little mill ! 


Thers 
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There view the ſons of Africk's golden ſhore, 

Drove by the laſh, and working in their gore: 

Their view the Creole ruling with a nod, 

The man forgetting, ſtruts a Demi-god ! 

Forbear ye. weltern fons,, nor thus deſpiſe 

The ſlave you make, whom Heaven made as 
wiſe ! 

“ God with an equal eye beholds us all, 

«© The planter periſh, or the negro fall!“ 

Had Heaven beſtow'd you an imperial ray, 

Would Heaven have hid it in plebeian clay? 

O wretched pride ! ſpun through life's wretch- 
ed ſpan; 

Is not the ſlave, tho? black, a Heaven form'd 
man ? | 

Do not the breezes, which refreſh proud you, 

Viſit the hut, and fan the negro too ? 

Does nature, Creole, own thy empty ſway, 

Will not the aſs before a Czsar bray? ß 

O ceaſe, vain reptile, give the black his due, 

6 The world was made for Scots and Neg- 
GROES too!“ | 

Are they not forc'd in chains from Gambia 
ſhore | : 

By you, to taſte of LIBERTY no more? 

But ſhould we aſk, How came Mac Duggle 
here ? 8 

Mute reſts the tongue, and thunder-ſtruck's 
the ear: | 

G 4 Obnoxious 


/ 
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Obnoxious to the law for ſome damn'd crime, 
He flies from England to ſome ſavage clime. 
With an impartial eye ſurvey the two, 
The captive negro's juſt—but what are you? 
Shame, like a whirlwind, ſwallow up _ 


pride, ; 
Or Heaven, from better men,—your clan d. 
vide. t 


But how could ULTon proftitute his muſe, 
To praiſe an ifle, unworthy his abuſe |! 
T o praiſe a frothy, wretched race, earth's 
ſcum, 
And ſeat an Angel with an Abſalom ! 
I love the poet, but the theme in rhime, 
Is much beneath the Prior of the time. 


Me are happily ſetting ſail from this land, 
—to one flowing with milk and honey. 


I am, &c. 


LET: 
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TIN 
To H. M. Eſq. 


Embden, December 24, 1757. 
I DON'T know any ſituation in life, 
where the character, fortune, and repu- 
tation of youth, are ſo deeply and unfairly 
ſtaked, as at a publick examination. It can- 
not be called a true and juſt trial of genius 
and ability, —when impudence and ignorance 
ſucceed, where modeſty and capacity fail. 
Theſe truths are but too obvious in all places 
of publick examination, particularly in our 
Colleges: or dulneſs and licentiouſneſs could 
never crawl with ſuch rapid ſucceſs to our pul- 
pits. A formal pedantick examination, as 
eſtabliſhed for many years, is often neglected 
and deſpiſed by fome peculiar ſtudents : Sir 
Taac Newton was a very particular inſtance, 
and was near being expelled for his want of 
knowledge in the claſſicts, tho that happy 
Ignorance raiſed him above all the aſtronomi- 
cal wits in the world. I knew one of the firſt 
rate genuiſes of the preſent age, one of the 
greateſt ornaments to literature, baffled by the 
ſudden command, &« Tranſlate into Latin 
< one of your own periddical papers !”—tho? 
* the ſame time his abilities were as tranſcen- 
| 6 5 | _ dently 


defitly ſuperior to his examiners, as SnAkz- 
_ SPEARE to Stephen Duck, Publick examina- 
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tions of all kinds are venal and abuſed ; igno- 
rance and intereſt will go before ſenſe and me- 
rit, and impudence before both. The firſt 
inſtitution of publick examinations were in- 
tended for a publick good, to prevent dullneſs 
and ignorance occupying thoſe particular de- 
partments, eſtabliſhed and deſigned for men of 
ſenſe and erudition : but we now find, in 
ſpite of ſuch methods —— that dunces may 


obtain a mitre, and Lubbers *, maritime com- 


miſſions. It is true, that I have obtained my 
diploma from the court of Neptune, — but I 
hope not like thoſe given in Scotland, where 
you purchaſe A. M. without the gift of either 
reading or writing: I cannot hoaſt of abilities, 
but I can repeat with gratitude my thanks for 


the /ieutenancy you have obtained me. We 
4zrived here in the Jaſon on the 19th inſtant, 
ith Brudenell's regiment, to reinforce this 


garriſon, which was abandoned by 10,000 
French the day before, abſolutely intimi- 
dated with the thoughts of Engliſh forces. 
Embden is the capital of Emdelandt, of 
Eaſt' Friezland, in the circle of W:/tphalia, 
ſubject to the King of Pruſſia, and taken 
from the Dutch. The town is ſituated up 
a ſmall river which falls into the river 


Ems; 3 behind itis a large baſon for ſhipping, 


where 
A ſea term for a dull ſailor. N 
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where they are laid up in the winter and re- 
paired. It is an extenſive city, and well for- 
tified; the houſes lofty, and built in the go- 
thic taſte the ſtreets are narrow, and irre- 
gularly paved, and through the centre of them 
runs a fine canal, embelliſhed with a number 
of airy light bridges. It is ſurpriſing to me, 
how this country has been fo long ſecured from 
a total inundation : what aſtoniſhment muſt 
poſſeſs the mountaineer, when he ſees the ſur- 
face of the water many feet higher than the 
land ? and here the breaking down of a bank 
occaſions as great a conſternation, as a mad 
bull breaking in amongſt the London citizens 
at high *change time. The Friezlanders 
(who call themſelves Pruſſians, as being the 
ſubjects of the Pruſſian monarch) are a ſtout, 
robuſt, hearty people ; well made and hand- 
ſome. The women are, in general little, 
round ſhouldered, and very plain; and altho” 
they are fair and freſh coloured, yet it is a 
fairneſs that falls greatly ſhort of the Engliſh. . 
The dreſs of the ladies is neat, and hed. 
like the other provinces of Holland. They 
wear flat caps, and forehead cloaths, which : 
hide that little beauty they are bleſt with, and 
inſtead of high heeled ſhoes, they wear noify 
rattling ſlippers. The only pleaſing ſituation 
I have ſeen them in, is coming to market on 
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the ice, where men and maids promiſcuoufl 
follow with great ſteadineſs and ſwiftneſs, to 
diſpoſe of the produce of their farms. The 
French have committed great ravages about 
this place, and have exacted large ſums of 
money from the inhabitants; in ſome places, 
even wantonly and moſt inhumanly, murder- 
ing men, women and children. 


I am, &. 
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To H. M. Efq. 


Liſbon, December 14, 1758. 
H AVE now made a moſt agreeable 
change from a paſſage veſſel to a real man 
of war. In ſhort, Sir, I have quitted the 
Jaſon, where we had not one hope of the gol- 
den fleece, for the Dor/et/hire, where we 
have every expeQation, and are bound on a 
ſecond expedition to Colchis, without any dan- 
ger from Medea's charms. I need not tell 
you this ſhip took the Raiſonable, command- 
ed by the Prince De Maubaſon ; an action, 
that has been related in every village with glo- 
ry to the victors, and with ſo much honour to 
Mr. Denis and his officers, that a repetition 
from me may wear the air of adulation, tho? 


1 


every encomium would fall infinitely ſhort of 


that praiſe due to them. Our cruiſes againſt 
the Bre/? fleet have hitherto proved unſucceſs- 
ful, and our diſappointments encreaſed by the 


narrow eſcape of a ſtout ſquadron from Que- 


bec,—and yet we have retaken the Winchelſea, 


which ſeparated from them about 50 leagues 


to the weſtward of Upant, taken by eight fail 
of the line in her paſſage from Carolina. The 
4 a: 
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making repriſals before the declaration of war, 
has made prizes ſo very ſcarce in theſe ſeas, 
that notwithſtanding we have croſſed the bay 
of Biſcay ſeven times, we have not intercepted 
one French ſhip ; in which cruiſes, our pro- 
viſions being expended, we came into the ri- 
ver Tagus to refit and victual. LISsBON *, 
the metropolis of the kingdom of Portugal, is 
fituated on the north bank of the Tagus, about 
twelve. miles from the entrance of the river : 
but alas ! how it is fallen from that elegance, 
that magnificence it boaſted before the earth- 
quake: ere that melancholy ruin and cataſ- 
trophe, it might vie with the faireſt cities in 
Europe; and by the appearance it now makes 
in ruins from the oppoſite ſhore, it is eaſily to 
imagine how ſuperb it muſt have been when 
erected and in order. The greateſt curio- 
fities were confined to the churches, convents 
and nunneries, of which there were forty-five 
.pariſh churches, twenty two convents of 
"monks, friars and jeſuits, with their church- 
es, and twenty nunneries with their peculiar- . 


: "churches, beſides the college of St. Autaon, 


- and the Engliſh and Iriſh colleges. Theſe 
churches, in general, were elegant and richly 
adorned with curious valuable paintings, la- 
. | laced 


| 8 In the latitude of 380 42? North, and lot» 
gitude 80 53* Eaſt of London. 
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eed furniture, lamps, candleſticks, images, 
crucifixes, and many of the altars were por- 
phyry, maſſy gold, or ſilver; but of theſe ſur- 
priſing edifices, with all their wealth, there is 
now but Sr. Rocgue's and the King's Cha- 
pel ſtanding. The children of Ignatius of 


Loyola have the convent and church of Saint 


Rocgue's, which church is accounted the moſt 
ſpacious, elegant and rich in the kingdom. 
The altar in this edifice is of maſly gold; 
the ſteps and pavement of the fineſt porphyry: 
over the former is Saint John baptizing 
Jeſus Chrift i in the river of Jordan, which is 
expreſſed in marble, moſt curiouſly inlaid : 

—the face, the drapery, &c. exceed the moſt 


maſterly finiſhed paintings I ever ſaw. —The 


King's chapel is near the palace, and is the 
cathedral to the Patriarchate of Weſt Liſbon; 
it has peculiar privileges and ſolemnities, 
which are performed by a patriarch, who of- 
ficiates like a Pope, attended by four and 
twenty cardinals robed : nothing can ſurpaſs 


the harmony of this church, for the beſt mu- 


ſicians are ſelected from amongſt the natives, 
nor is any price ſpared to invite them from 
Jtaly. This beautiful city was originally for- 
tified by a Mooriſb wall, flanked by ſeventy- 
ſeven towers, ſome of which are now ſtand- 
ing. Liſbon now meaſures, in its ruins a- 

| long 


. 
long the river fide from the gate of Alcantra to 
Mebregas, ſix miles, and 14 in circumference; 
ut as the preſent king does not intend to 
rebuild it, but to erect a new city at Belem, 
it will be, in a ſhort time, as much in length 
as circumference. Nothing can equal the 
melancholy of this dreary place, —nor can 
any one perſon deſcribe or relate you half its 
miſeries and misfortunes, 


L ET. 


1 


r 
To LI. . 


Liſbon, December 15, 1758. 
dear friend, the pen of immortal 
Dryden could not convey thoſe terri- 
ble ſcenes we are preſented with here: ſuch 
havock, ſuch devaſtation and ruin, the eye 
never beheld; and yet, from its elevated ſitu- 
ation, it may with propriety, be called even 
lovely in death. The town and ruins ſtand 
on ſeven diſtinct hills the ſtreets are nar- 
row and very ſteep, which makes it very in- 
convenient for the paſſage of carriages ;—— 
therefore all kinds of heavy laborious work is 
done with panniers, borne by mules and 
aſſes :—the ladies pay their viſits in chaiſes, 
or rather litters, and the gentlemen. in the 
moſt pompous manage manner, ride on horſe- 
| back from houſe to houſe, (and to do them 
juſtice) with eaſe and elegance. The houſes 
of the citizens are very mean, with lattice 
windows; they are built prodigious high, 
b and contain a number of families, for the 
f Portugueze ſeldom occupy more than one 
room; and notwithſtanding this earth quake 

| has by 


Tn 
has involved them in ſuch ruin, yet ſtill ſuck 
pride, ſloth and Ignorance poſſeſs them, that 
if. they proceed no faſter in proportion- than 
they have already done, it will be two cen- 
turies before they clear away the rubbiſh, and 
reſtore Liſbon to its ancient glory. The ruins 
are ſo inconceivable, that I don't think it poſ- 
ſible to convey to you any idea of their horror. 
The old city is entirely demoliſhed, where 
you may walk for miles together without ſee- 
ing one compleat houſe: ſometimes you are 
preſented with the ſhell of a moſt noble edifice, 
with the roof fallen in and the floors broke | 
through, with ſome appearance of the moſt 
coſtly furniture and paintings. It is impoſſi- 
ble there can be a more melancholy walk, 
than through theſe dreary ſtreets (for they are 
Cleared for the paſſage of people as before.) 
It appears on each ſide like a ruinous church 
yard, ſtrew'd with ſkulls and bones. But 
the preſent horrors are trivial, if we recolle& 
thoſe at the unhappy time, when fire raged in 
general through the town, —when the earth 
ſwelled and rolled like a confus'd irritated ſea, 
and the people reeled about like drunken 
men, unable to ſupport themſelves on their 
legs. In this miſerable time, the poor 
wretches fled different ways for ſafety, —ſome 
to their churches to implore protection of their 
faints, where thouſands, of the fame faith, 
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ſhared the ſame fate. At this time the cuſ- 
tom-houſe quay was the ſtrongeſt building 
in the city, where upwards of 2,060 people 
aſſembled for ſecurity, or hoping to reach 
the ſhipping :—but, alas, how ſoon were all 
their hopes aboliſhed !—for the place on which 
they ſtood ſunk down,—and was immediately 
covered over with water, - there being now 
upon that ſpot 50 feet.—It is ſurpriſing what 
indolence ſleeps in the veins of the Por- 
tugueze - upon ſuch an alarming occaſion, 
when life was ſo immediately in danger, — 
one would imagine men would be uncom- 
monly active to fave themſelves ;—but upon 
this quay every man ſunk with his cloak about 
him,—nor was there What or any one trifling 
thing, . ever ſeen on the ſurface of the water. 
The chaſm was perhaps ſome hundreds of 
fathoms deep, but the earth cloſing ſuddenly 
upon them, might prevent even the riſing of 
any light body with the water. Such ſcenes 
of poverty and horror no place ever produced; 
families, who the other day lived in wealth 
and luxury, beg about the ſtreets——1 have 


been accoſted by a lady for my charity, with 


four black . ſlaves following her, in the moſt 
polite manner, at the ſame time ſhe pleaded 


with dignity, that the misfortunes. of her fa- 
mily aroſe from the earthquake. | 


I amy, &c. 
. 
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Liſbon, December 20, „ 


LTH OU GH the earthquake has oc- 
caſioned ſuch ruin and devaſtation, yet it 


has given liberty to many, who otherwiſe would 


never have enjoyed that happy bleſſing. 
Upon the firſt alarm the doors of the different 
nunneries were thrown open, and ſome hun- 
dreds of fair young nuns have entirely made 
their eſcapes to other countries. Many of 


them are the daughiters of the nobleſt ami 


lies, and for their detection great premiums 
are publickly offered. Some parts of the in- 
quiſition are deſtroyed, but I fear their cha- 
rity never extended to relieve thoſe confined 
there. The numbers killed by the regiſters 
of the different churches, are 80,000, by 
computation 1 50, ooo. 


But of all the moving melancholy tales re- 
lated of this earthquake, nothing can equal 
the ſituation of the French ambaſſador's 
daughter: ſhe was found in the ruins of her 
father's houſe almoſt expiring, and ſo ſituated, 
chat they could no ways diſengage her from 
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the place ſhe was fixed in, but by making an 
amputation above each knee ; ſhe is now 
living and beautiful in misfortune, 


The edifices of the Dutch and Buell 
have received the leaſt damages, but the Por- 
tuguexe prieſts were very aſſiduous to deſtroy 
them,—by declaring to the king of Portugal, 
That the God of Heaven had afflicted his 
people with this calamity, —for the fins com- 
mitted by the hereticks he admitted to reſide 
in his city. His majeſty, who is neither di- 
vine, philoſopher or politician, moſt wiſely re- 
plied, —<< It is plain the judgment's upon 
“ them, —when their ſtructures and poſſeſ- 


« ſions are entire and yours are level with 
ce the ground. = 


Ever ſince this melancholy affair, the 
prieſts have been aiming at the deſtruction of 
the Engliſh merchants,—and will in time ac- 


compliſh it, if the court of London _ not 
exert itſelf in their favour. 


Here is a nunnery till entire, belonging to 
the Engliſ Roman-catholicks of the order of 
Saint Bridget,----originally ſettled at Sion 
houſe, near Brentford, of which they boaſt : 
but at the extirpation of them, they tranſmi- 
grated and ſettled in Portugal, and if times 
. ever _ in their favour, this (they 

think ) 


(12) 
think) will prove the juſtneſs of their right te 
the ſeat of the preſent Earl of Northumber. 
land. 


They ſhew you an image of the bleſſed 
virgin, which (they ſay) ſome divine meſſen- 
ger one night tranſported from Sion to Lion, 
at the pure and pious ejaculation of the lady 
abbels. | 


Es here.i is no doubt but Sion houſe has b been 
originally a nunnery, and that a monaſtery of 
friars was founded at Vęſt Shene, on the op- 
poſite fide of the river Thames : for it is 
evident thoſe bodies had, and will ever have a 
religious communication a demonſtration of 
which may be every day ſeen by viſiting Sion 
houſe, where you will find a ſubterraneous 

e under the river Thames, upwards of 
a mile in length. extending from the original 
nunnery, to the friary. I am told the damps 
are now ſo great, by neglecting to keep the 
paſſage open, that it is difficult to preſerve 

lights to go thorough. —You ſee 


Prieſts, like Alpheus, by ſome ſecret ſluice, 
Will ſteal /ub terra to their ARETHUSE. 


Farewell. 
LET- 


x * 
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LE TT FT E K an. 


To H. M. Eſa. 


Liſbon, December 22, 1758. 


FFAHERE is no country, let the peo- 
ple in general be ever ſo deſpicable, — 
but ſomething may be learnt from them, — 
and if one people are more ignoble than ano- 
ther, —ſurely the Portugueze are the moſt fo. 
But what I want to obſerve to you, is the or- 
der of their markets, —which if we imitate, 
muſt prove a general good to the common- 
wealth. The Rebeira, or fiſh market, is be- 
yond any other I have ſeen in the world, 
for variety, cheapneſs and goodneſs. Ad- 
joining to it on the eaſt ſide of the ſquare 
Terriero de Paco, i. e. the palace ſquare, is a 
corn market, divided into different ſhops,--- 
where the factors expoſe their grain in bins, 
nor are they allowed to diſpoſe of any out of 
this place. The ſame rule is obſerved with 
the fleſh, —which the butchers are not ſuffer- 
ed to ſlaughter in the city, but in the fields, 
or at the very extent of the ſuburbs : the 
ſhambles are built ſmall and regular, and 
\ lined with clean Dutch tiles; and theſe mar- 
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kets, as well as thoſe for poultry, garden- 
ſtuff, fruit and other eatables, are all ex- 
amined by the City Council, and the Office of 
Health, who have a power to deſtroy what- | 
ever is not good, and fix daily the price of 

every thing, —which is marked over all the 
ſtalls; ſo the perſon who goes to market, 
pays the ſettled price, without altercation or 
trouble, and takes his meat. Was this hap- 
py cuſtom generally eſtabliſhed in the city of 
London, the poor might live, and the rich 
enjoy delicacies without fraud or impoſition. 
I have found no other manners or cuſtoms 
among the Portugueze, worthy imitation ; a 
general abolition of taſte and literature reign 
thro? the kingdom, which makes it the more 
ſurpriſing when we conſider the many ſemi- 
naries which are founded for ſtudious appli- 
cations and ſolitude. Philoſophy is the prin- 
cipal ſtudy purſued in their monaſteries ; 
from which, one would imagine, Portugal 
would produce the greateſt philoſophers in the 
world: if man poſſeſſes genius, nothing can 
help it ſo much as regularity and fobriety ; 


and to appearances, nothing can exceed the 
ſimplicity of their diet. But alas ! there is 


very little religion, ſenſe or virtue amongſt 
them :—the prieſthood are the moſt flagitious 
and abandoned of mankind ;—<for all their 


an 
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ſanctity conſiſts in ſhav'd heads, bare feet and 
woollen garments, and ſuch it muſt ever be, 
while Portugal adopts the ſubſequent maxim: 
Fear the man that thinks,: the man that reads, 
and the man that writes, —— The following, 
laconick character of theſe people, was, (with. 
juſtneſs) given me by an Engliſh lady who 
reſides here. The Portugueze, ſaid ſhe, 
© are peacocks in the ſtreets, ſlovens in their 
<* own houſes, gluttons at other men's tables, 
<< and thieves and dunces from the cradle to 
the grave.” The ignorance of the people, in 
general, is greatly owing to the villainy of the 
clergy, who fill them with ſuperſtition to keep 
them in awe, and deprive them of all the ad- 
vantages of education. You never meet in 
any ſtate, potentate, or republick, a Portu- 
gueze of any exalted abilities ;—they ſeem and 
are an outcaſt of the world, —and if ever they 
poſſeſs the ſmalleſt talents, they are devoted 

and exerciſed in murder, thefts and luſt, 


The kingdom of Portugal is moſt undoubt- 
ed governed by the clergy; they poſſeſs 
and enjoy every thing, and are certainly the 
only claſs who with truth can be ſaid to live: 
they lead the whole nation through ſuch ſu- 
perſtitious paths, that the rich cannot retain 
their wealth, when the church fande! in need 
You, {| H of 
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of it. Indeed their appearance does credit ts 


the publick who maintains them, for no Ro- 


man Catholicks can excel their eccleſiaſtick fat 
and jollity ; nor hath Venus and Bacchus tru- 
er or ſtricter votaries, for the nun and the 
bottle are their ſole objects of real adoration, 


I am, &c, 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
1 10 1.1 Ely. 
Liſbon, We 95 


T grieves me to be continually ming, . 

| without having it in my power to fay any 
thing in praiſe of theſe people hey are 
ſlaves from the nature of ' their government, 
and the tyranny of the elergy renders them at 
once tlie moſt ahject wretches in the world? 
they are proud amidſt poverty, and indolent. 
though ſtarving in a country which will almoſt 
cultivate itſelf. Nothing can equal the ſere- 
nity of this climate, and the purity of the air; 
it is certainly the ſofteſt and the mildeſt in ne 
univerſe; and tho? it inſpires the weak and 
fickly of other nations with mew life and ſpi- 
rits, it makes none of theſe happy impreſſions 
on the Poriugueze. The men are of a moroſe} 
gloomy diſpoſition, much given to jealouſy 
and envy ; extremely ſlothful, and natuially 
cowards ;—the-only polite qualification they 
can boaſt of, is dancing a minuet well, Sum- 
mer or winter they wear the ſame cloak; in 
Gee « cold weather to FO 1 and 

| H 2 When 


when hot to keep the heat out. Swords and ; 
embroidery ſome years ago were univerſally 
wore till an edict paſſed to ſuppreſs them; at 
the ſame. time confining the men to the wear 
of black cloaths. This-hathiproved a moſt 
prudent prohibition, for the men ſpent all 
their fortunes'in foppery, while their families 
were feeding om oil and Sardinias * at home. 
Bag-wigs are even more uſed here than in 
France; — Ive ſeen a blackſmith ſhoe a mule 
in, one, The men are very vain of their mi- 
litary abilitigs,. without . that. cardinal, qualifi- 
cation, proweſs; and, alcho without: cou- 
rage, will, preſumptively aſſert, that their 
army and the maritime power of England 
would conquer the Morld. Alas I they do 
not merit the very name of ſoldiers,—and to 
make them worſe, they ſeldom or ever receive 
any pay, which makes them beg under arms. 
J have ſeen a eaptain of horſe go moſt ſump- 
tuouſly dreſſed to market, there buy a pound 
of beef, fold it up in bis handkerchief, put 
it in bis hat, and then ſtrut away with it under 
bis arm, with all the pomp and impudence of 
| Partugueze, It don't appear to me, that 
> any people fit. to bear arms, but the 
cs e if there i is any thing in the 
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. A fall i like a ſprat- 
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tze or appearance of ſoldiers, or even if arms 
require ſtrength to weild them. But what a 
figure muſt they cut before an enemy, if in- 
Read of arms they have only recourſe to re- 
liques and images, for they wont march a 
ftep unleſs ſome ſtock of a ſaint is bore | in the 
Van to head their cauſe. A few days ago, a 
terrible fire broke out, and the only method 
they took to-extinguiſh it, wavy throwing 
in their reliques and ſaints by way of holy fu- 
el :——ſfome Engliſh ſeamen paſſing by, at- 
tempted to put it out, which they reſented, 
and pelted them away for their heretical pre- 
ſumption ; ſo: the fire continued raging in 
| ſpite of prayer and promiſes of penance, and 
would have deftroyed an hundred houſes, had 
not ſome Engli/h merchants ſolicited a body of 
ſeamen to extinguiſh it. which they ſoon 
performed to the amazement of theſe deluded 
fools. I often divert myſelf at the window, 
with a prieſt begging of the country people as 
they come to market, for departed fouls de- 
tained in purgatory : ſome beſtow an orange, 4 
ſome an onion, ſome a clove of garlick, and 
Gong more generouſly a turnip,.— for which 
8¹ 


and then ſtaggers to his monaſtery under the 
Joad. The I bore of Babylon refuſes nothing, 
H3 ---and _ 
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ves in return an infallible benediction, 
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—and of all concubines in the univerſe, the 19 


the worſt, I really delieve.T fhall leave Por- 


tugal with a worſe opinion than Lord Tyrawley 
did:—he faid, He knew but two gentlemen in 
the kingdom, —the French ambaſſador, and 
friar Auſtin of the Engliſh nunnery; which 
are certainly two more than 1 have the rt 


nels to W with. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
To Miſs E. T. 


Liſbon, December 27, 17 58. 
EST ERD A I was dancing at 
a villa in the country, and my part- 
ner was a young lady of fifteen, juſt come out 
of the nunnery: — it would have given you 
much pleaſure to have ſeen the difference be- 
tween a free and a confined education :—ſhe 
did not even appear to know the common ob- 
jects of life, the uſe of or feet ſſie 
never ſpoke; and when ſhe anced, ſhe walk- 
ed in a moſt ſolemn manner, with her 
fixed on the ceiling, —as if ſhe had no other 
idea than prayer and confeſſion: :---but, in- 
deed, ſhe was beautiful to admiration, which 
amply compenſated for that peculiar awkward- 
neſs attained by a recluſe life. She had the 
whiteneſs of the lilly, and the bluſnes of the 
roſe ; her ſtature was low, her hair, which 
was jet black, was braided with ribbands, 
and flow'd in ringlets to the ground. With 
this young goddeſs I paſs'd the happieſt filent 
meeting of my life, but had it been improved 
dy converſation, it muſt have been enchant- 
went; for nothing but divine Auer could 
Ai have 


4 
have flow'd from the mouth of ſuch a HR BE. 
V pon this occaſion we had an elegant cold col - 
lation, but being a religious faſt with the ir- 
religious Portugueze, they were obliged to re- 
gale themſelves privately in the pantry, while 
we enjoyed the repaſt in publick ; but to have 
immediate abſolution for eating of forbidden- 
-Fruit,---they took care to have a friar to par- 
take with them ;---who enjoyed the luxury 
with the calmeſt conſcience, while they ſtuf- 
fed and trembled for fear of divine vengeance. 
This beautiful young lady was the daugh- 
ter of a nobleman, and is ſince married.--- 
The ladies are, in general, extremely hand- 
ſome, with all that delicacy peculiar to the 
fair ſex ; their complexions are chiefly brown, 
their faces round, their eyes black and ſpark- 
ling: - but alas! all theſe beauties are ſoon 
deſtroyed by that abominable cuſtom of paint- 
ing, which is practiſed here to exceſs. Their 
natural temper is gay and chearful ; but yel- 
low eyed jealouſy, which is ſo very predomi- 

nant in the men, makes them appear grave 
in company, though their inclinations are ever 
ſo contrary. Their chaſtity, in general, is 
great, but they never receive a viſit from a 

fingle gentleman, unleſs their intentions are 
to intrigue. / Their dreſs is a mixture of the 
French, Spaniſh and Italian,---but their pe- 
. culiar pride lies in the orgament of their hair, 
which 


which is braided and adorned with a number 
of tortoiſe - nell combs. The preſent queen 
ſeems to be the Amazon of the world: her 
time is entirely devoted to manly diverſions, 
aas ſhooting, hunting and fiſhing---in which 
exerciſes. ſhe is ſo perfect a Diana, that few 
men can exceed her. I heard a Yorkſhire 
gentleman declare, the ſevereſt day's hunting 
he ever paſſed, was with her :---ſhe will kill 
on horſeback of ſingle birds, eighty brace of 
partridges in a day, and in fifhing ſhe's equal- 
ly expert. But notwithſtanding fylvan 
amuſements are purſued by the king and 
queen of Portugal, they do not extend to'the 
reſt of the people. In ſhort, ſhe is fo much 
the buſkin'd goddeſs, that I think the extra- 
ordinary courage, and equeſtrian exploits of 
your celebrated Di Draper, could entitle. her 
to no other place of honour, than an attend- 
ant nymph to tus yl huntreſs, e 
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LETTER IN 
re . L. Eqs, 


"Liſbon, December 15 17586 


| NAGY E. are no ſtates but have more or- 
leſs ſuffered from Favourites, and here: 


* 


nearly ruined king and kingdom. This pan- 


Aa was employed. by his late: majeſty, and; 


being excellent in;the art of intrigue, was con- 
tinued by the ſon and for his ſervices is ſince 
raiſed to places of the moſt important truſt. 

This activo Meroury, being ever ſtudious to; 


+find new okjects of gallantry. for his royal maſ- 
ter, created the jealouſy of the queen, who 


has more tham once. attempted to aſſaſſinate 


him.. Every body appears petriſied in Liſbon, 
ſtaring at one another with the ſtrangeſt con- 


ſternation, without having eourage to ſpeak: 


their ſentiments an. ſo- dreadful a ſubject: 
even Engliſhmen, who have tlie 83 of: 
ſpeech. every where; ſeem tacit on this theme. 

ne The troops are called from the frontiers to 
furraund the city, and a general embargo is 


laid upon all ſhipping; that none of the aſ- 
ſaſſins may eſcape.. An attempt to make a re- 


volution in the kingdom of Portugal, does not 
1 | i" 3 * 


m the leaſt ſurprize me, when we conſider 
how ill the ſtate has been managed, and what 
feuds have lately ſubſiſted: his majeſty's con- 
fidence being ſolely placed in the breaft of a 
man who was his father's porter ; 
on new amours with ladies of the fifft dignity; 
neglecting the buſineſs of the common weal 
in general, and retarding the pay of the army 
eighteen. months ; theſe, added to a thenſand 
other grievances, have been the cauſe of this 
intended aſſaſſination and revolution. The 
time fixed for the perpetrating this murder, 
was in the cloſe of the evening, when the 
king was returning incog with his. Pan- 
darus, from ſome ſweet Cxeſſida, - (who 
is certainly a very near relation of the duke 
D'. Aveira.]) His chaiſe was ſtopped by three 
men on horſeback, when the poſtillion 
anſwered, It is the king: to whick.they . 
plied, It is what we want; and imme 
diately diſcharged a piſtol, which. paſſed. 
through the chaiſe. without doing any injury; 
-=--the ſecond: wounded the favourite in the 
hreaſt, who fell to the bottom. and the 
king, to fave himſelf from the fire, funk. 
don upon him, but holding ſtill by one of 
the taſſels, the third ball. went through his 
right arm. Having only three ſervants with 
him, one of them had ſtopped to water his 14 
Borſe, but hearing the reports of the piſtols, 11 


82 


near enough to diſtinctly diſcern one of the 
the duke's horſes. The ſcheme was- Well 
concerted and might have been more fatal to 
the king, but a blunderbuſs miſſed fire which 
Was carried by the duke. This very evenin 

the duke D' Aveiro gave a moſt ſplendid ball 


We deity up, and purſuing them, came ö 


to the nobility,---and in the height of, their 
mirth and gaiety, left the room, changed 
his dreſs and diſappeared: The diſcovery, 
of this affair is v ery ſingular :=--2 cobler; Who. 
had long ne one of the under ſervants, 
:embraced this night of hurry, as à more fa- 
vourable time to ſee his miſtreſs; hut be- 
ing in one of the rooms through which the 
duke muſt paſs, and hearing him- ſuddenly 
advance, and not having time to eſcape, they 
ſecreted themſelves under a large table. Up- 


on the duke's coming in, he threw down the 


blunderbuſs, ſaying “ Thou haſt failed me 
< in the moſt critical” moment of my life.“ 


| I» which his confederates replied. - Your 


© grace need not be uneaſy, we certainly diſ- 


. patehed alli that were in the chaiſe.” The 
duke then dreſſed, and returned with the 
fame appearance of gaiety to his company, 
and relieved the two lovers from their place of 
eonfmement. The cobler hearing the next 


day of the affair, and recollecting the particu- 
a lr conduct and words of the duke, related the 


- e 
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ceircumſtances to a father confeſſor, upon 
which the duke, his family, and many of the 
nobility were immediately apprehended, and 
their goods confiſcated :---amongſt which 
were a ſtand of 4000 arms. This ſeheme of 
aſſaſſination was certainly planned by the Je- 
fuits, and the duke D' Aveiro was to have been 
immediately crowd, for the troops on the 
king's death would have revolted to a man; 
and by a veſſel juſt arrived from the Bra/ils, 

we learn that the Jeſuits are ſo certain of the 
revolution, that they have even declared the 
duke king of Portugal, &s. This intelli- 
gence has given the king and miniſtry ſuch 
freſh alarms, that they ſeem: determined to 
extirpate the whole race. When halcyon 
days will return amongſt theſe unhappy peo- 
ple, I cannot tell,---but ſeas of blood will be 
Tr m__ bleed though innocent, a 


Your, .&c, - 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
| To H. M. Ela. 


Liſbon, January r, 175g 
'H E 13th of February i is fixed for the 
melaneholy execution of the unhappy 
family of the duke D' Aveirs, with many 
' ether principal nobles of Portugal, without 
reſpect to age, perſons, or ſex. A ſubter- 
raneous inquifition: too, is juſt finiſhed, at 
which. no perſon has been fuffered to work, 
without firſt taking the oaths of ſecreſy, where 
invention has been racked to eſtabliſh the moſt 
cruel tortures,---which- ſome hundred of theſe- 
unhappy people will privately ſuffer. The 
place of public execution is to be at Belem, 
| Where the duke D' Aueiro, the marquis of Ta- 
dura, his ſon, his wife, children, and ſome 
b thers are to be racked fingly,---that each 
may ſuffer from the horrours endured by the 
child and parent: the ſcaffold is. erected op- 
polite to the place of their confinement, here 
eight nes are fixed for their execution. 
The marchioneſs of Tavora is to he belieaded ;. 
the young marquis of. Tavora, the count of 
Atouguia, and three ſervants, are to be ſtran= . 
* gt at the ſtake, and their limbs afterwards: 
124 : | broken. 
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Broken. The duke D' Aveiro, and the mar- 
quis of Tavora, are to have their limbs broke 
alive, and two ladies near relations to this 
unhappy family, have died raving mad in oe: 
eonvent of Pas Grilas.. 


The prevention of this aſſaſſination Has 
been fortunate to the reigning family, and 
tho? the execution of the aſſaſſins will be cruel, 
dreadful and bloody, nevertheleſs it does not 
occaſion. even a whiſper here, when. with. 
you it would make a riotous murder. The 
duke D' Aveiro is, a well: made little man, li- 
vely and agreeable, and in the 51ſt year of 
his age. The marquis of Tauora, who is. 
ſprung from the moſtilluſtrious family of Por- 
tugal, is about 55; genteel, middle ſtature, 
of a comely countenance and grave. — The 
marchioneſs of Tavora: his wife, is thin and 
ſhort,. eaſy and courtequs in her behaviour, 
and affectionate to. her huſband, children 
and family: ſhe bears the character of an: 
"amiable: woman, a good mother, and a lady 
of great underſtanding. In her Soth year | 
me attended the marquis to: India, and in her 
- $oth- dies with her huſband.— The two ſons: 
-of this unhappy aſpiring couple, one aged 36, if 
the other 23, ſuffer with their parents. —The: 
earl of Atouguia is a ſurly diſagreeable man, 5 
about 36 years of age, and married into he ] 
4 5 Tavora 1 
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Tavora family. If you knew how dangerous 
it was to ſpeak here, you would be the more 
furpriſed to find me acquainted with ſo· many 
* particulars relative to theſe conſpirators. We 
have been detained by the king many days 
longer than the commodore intended ſtaying, 
by way of awing the rebels; and to be 
fure, were our cannon required, we could in 
2 few hours level that, unſhook by the earth- 
quake; but the fruit belonging to the mer- 
chants being long packed, and ſubje& to da- 
mage, the commodore has determined, for 
the ſake of the cargoes, to depart, at the ſame 
time leaving three ſhips of war to prote& the 
port. The departure is no ways diſagreeable 
to me, for I can ſafely ſay, I at once bid adieu 
to . theft, murder, ignorance and ruin. 


1 3 ; Fam, &c. 


P. 8. The n6blet, uſeful piece of archi- 
tecture in this country, is the aquæduct, 
which conveys all the water uſed-in: the city 
upwards of ten miles: the arches are built 
in a conic form; and the centre one is big 
to let the Rayal George paſs through 
under fail.. It has received very little da- 
_ from the A | 
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IL E T T E R XXXVIIL 

To H. M. Eſq; | 
r Pant of Breſt 
July 23, 1759. 


af 


we were moſt agreeably ſurprized with 
the fight of four French men of war, under 
the land; but falling calm, it prevented a 
general Son. Mr. Hzervey in the Mon- 


mouth, received and returned ſeveral broad». 
fides ;—but the enemy's ſhip grounding, and 


he being under the fire of three batteries, was 
obliged to come off to ſave his ſhip. No of- 


ficer in the king's fervice could acquit himſelf - 


with greater gallantry upon the occaſion, nor 
behave with more vigilance and aſſiduity. 
"Theſe four ſhips of war were intended to pro- 


tet eight tranſports to Goree, We are now 


anchored in the road of Breſt, with all the 
eaſe and compoſure you can conceive men to 


have, whoſe moſt ardent wiſhes are to try 
their ſtrength with their foe :—we ride m the 
_ fight of four French flags, and 13 fail of line 
| of battle ſhips,—and offer ſuch daily inſults 

on their own dunghill, that, were they men 


of 
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loſing the victory: but upon my word, I be- 
lieve it would perple human invention, to 
find a ſufficient prevocative to make them come 
to action. Every news-paper which is brought 
out here,—3s filled with farcaſms and abuſe of 


us—for bad conduct, &c. tho? at the ſame 


time, nothing can ſurpaſs Sir Edward Hawke's. 


are to the northward of Upent,---the city 
eries out, What can they be doing, to give 
the French ſuch an opportunity to come: 


"© out ?---not eonſidering or knowing at this 


time it blew a ſtorm from the weſt. Theſe 
gentlemen ſhould be a little more acquainted 
with geography and navigation, before they 
- commit their opinions to the preſs : they 
- ſhould confider with a weſterly wind, it is ne- 
ceſſary to keep the Engliſh channel open, for 


fear of wrecking this fleet on the coaſt of 
France; and likewiſe, that that very wind, 
prevents the ſtirring of any ſhip in Breſt water. | 


Indeed your eity ſailors are quite as ignorant 
as the noble perſonage, who aſked; Sir Walter 
* Raleigh, © Whether he made his fhip faſt to 
n tree in the night.”--Tho' you truly think 
upon this fleet your lives and fortunes depend 


4 12 to _— people 1 in it, vou. have at laſt 


of courage, they would: fight; tho' ſure of 


vigilance, and no French admiral his courage 
and judgment. Every time you hear that we. 


1 | 
vonfidered freſh proviſions are neceſſary :—it 
is a pity this charitable thought did not occur 
ſooner, for alas l we are very ſickly; be- 
ſides, there is ſuch an abuſe in the proviſions 
ſent out,---that immediately on their arrival, 
a third part have been condemned not fit to eat. 

This ariſes from venal contracts and bribery, 
which make it abſolutely neceſſary for the go- 
vernment to appoint men of ſworn integrity, to 
inſpectintoevery thing, before ſhippedby agents 
and contractors. You may be certain a cruize 
with all theſe inconveniences and inactivity, 
muſt be tedious and diſagreeable, and would 

be more ſo were we not amuſed by the paſting 
and repaſſing of ſhips to and from England. 
I give you maritime ſcribble enough to weary 
the patience of any man, and yet we have no- 
thing elſe to write, for nothing elſe occurs; | 
---and to fill a letter up with duty, lave and } 
«compliment, would be only writing what is: 

daily written from every village im England. 
This nautick epiſtle was begun the 23d of 


July, and had not been finiſhed the 2d of |} 
Auguſt,---if Paincs Enwann had not 1 

come out in the Hera. We received him 1 
yeſterday, with all thoſ& military honours. 1 

due to his illuſtrious birth and rank, and 1 

with that peculiar pleaſure which the ſub- 1 

jeX muſt feel for a prince, whoſe qualities 1 
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bender him. the admiration of ak the world. 
We are not a little proud of a king's bro- 
ther being a. midſhipman ; his Royal High. 
-neſs going thro* the different degrees of the 
ſervice, gives ſpirits to the whole corps, and 
the attention he pays to the various duties of 
a fleet, will one day, be the happy means of 
e him a glory to his * 2 


"Lam, . 


+ " 
* * 
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1. EZ 1 1 XXXIX. 
To L. IL. Eq; 


Off Breſt at Sea, Auguſt 16, 1759. 


HAD better ſend you my journal at once, 
with the hourly-occurences of the log, as be 
continyally troubling you with dull anecdotes 


from. on board of ſhip: if we have any thing 


niz it is .of & trifling a nature, you will 


Aa have patience to peruſe it---and I am 


convinced, we can ſend you no news that is 


acceptable, but thè veating of the French fleet; 


and your fears at home are ſo-great---that I 
believe you are ſometimes inclined to think, 


they will beat us: but H I can remove that 


doubt with a moſt faithful promiſe, T will, 
aſſuring you on my honour and life, when 


ever they come out, we will beat them. 


There is no kind of doubt but their i intentions 
are to invade Ireland; and that the duke 
D' Aguillon has an army ready to embark 
from Quiberoon bay, as as ſobn as the Bug oft 
fleet can appear to protect and convoy chem. 


Theſe dreadful menaces, tho” at a ht diſ- 


tance, keep you in continual fears. For my 
own part, I cannot fay whether ,Canflans will 
ftir or no z-—to regis he does not ſeem 


Wo © have much i on. 25 * Baye two 
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Hore objects in view, pleaſing as his fleet,--< 
and like Boba lil, we will beat them all. 


Monſieur Bompart is hourly expected from the 
Ma Indies, and D Clue is certainly out of 


Doulon, - but I fear he is failed to * ſouth- 


ward 3 if they ſhould come this way, 


you may depend upon it Sir Edward Hatole 


will remit you pleaſing accounts of his con 
duct. 


Alas I my dear friend, midſt theſe ptea- 
ing hopes, the moſt melancholy accident has 
juſt attended two young gentlemen: perhaps, 
ſuch as eye never beheld before, or ear ever 
heard related. They were climbing up the 
top-maſt ſhrouds, one above the other, to 
make themſelves 9 with the particu- 
lar duties of the ſhip 3 Mr, Cox was the up- 
1 8. ſt, but 1 his hold, threw down 

Gaven below him ;---they ſtruck with 
their heads upon the muzzles of the guns, 
and fell into the water; the time was very 
ſhort before they were taken up, . but neither 


of them ever ſpoke more. At this time I was 


walking the quarter-deck, and preſented with 
this moſt horrid 


to tell you what 1 feel on the occaſion, or 


even to deſcribe the general grief of the ſhip's | 


company, who ſeem to a man dejeted---and 


when they ſpeak of their misfortunes, contend 


who. can praiſe their virtues moſt, Thele 


cle. It is impoſſible 


| 


4 


2 
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Hung gentlemen were pupils of mine, in ors 
der to make them ea with the buſineſs 
of a ſeaman; and ſurely, two nobler, wiſer 
boys, never launched i the navy : had-they 
been my brothers, could not have loved 
them living more;---nor can their deareſt pa- 
rent lament heir memories with a truer grief, | 
or have a inore exalted opinion of their vir- 
tues. In the following epitaph, I have not 
ſaid ſo much as they deſerve, and I lament 
that your affectionate friend is not poſſeſſed of _ 
A better pen to immortalize their virtues, 


Dead, ere their prime, are LyciDas 
| And Aponis, in vernal bloom, 
Twins lovely blaſted. Each young as good, and 
Wiſe as young: as ſweet as virtuous, inno- 
cent as ſweet. ; 
Both birds of 
Paradiſe, in flight ſublime, in plumage | 
Exquiſite as ſong . . Why gentle cherubs did 
You leave us thus ? Why were your noble 
forms emergent 
Daſh'd, from that airy —— to ſtain 
with pureſt 
Blood, the 
Ruthleſs ſea ?---Say, were ye of the bright 
_ "Seraphick hoſt ; and took upon ye only mor- 
| fal weeds, 1 


168) 


To ſhow mankind how lovely angels are, and. 
make 
= Them quit the world, 
| e reihe 
Parents, if readers on this ſtone, 
| Retain the kindred tear: think, _ 
What a preſent to the gods you've ſent ! vet 
Still 'tis but the GREAT Jenovan's due, tis 
what he lent, Let this 
T.0o afler ages | 
: Bea prof, how lovely, how lamented Ima 
Is I Blameleſs they breath'd,: and died 
A pair 2 bs and with them took, as 
much 
Goodneſs as could 
Live. 
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Quiberon Bay, November 20, 1759. 
AM fo full of joy and ſpirit at our own 


victory, that I can hardly be civil enough 


to take notice of De Clue's defeat, tho' I aſ- 
ſure you we thought we had a right to fight 
that gentleman, as he certainly deſigned to 
join Conflans's fleet: but Mr. Boſcawen has 
ſaved us that trouble, and taken, with 


juſtice, our imaginary laurels to himſelf. 


The Ocean, commanded by De Clue, is on 
ſhore on the coaſt of Portugal, and he has loſt 
one of his legs in the action: two ſhips of 
74, and one of 64 guns are taken, and one 
of 84, and one of 74 guns burnt; ſome have 
eſcaped to Cadiz, and ſome to Liſbon; but 
to intercept theſe lame ducks, we have diſ- 


patched flying ſquadrons to every point of the 


| compaſs. It is now with the French, as it 
is with the hares,---there 1s not a dog of any 
kind but thinks them lawful game, and that 
he has a right to hunt them,---and I heartily 
with to have the pleaſure of courſing theſe, 
if they have courage enough to quit their forms, 
On Saturday the 13th of October, a ſtrong 
gale of wind at weſt, obliged us to bear up for 


Vor. II. 1 Plymouth, 
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Plymouth, from whence we failed on the 
19th,---and kept our ſtation off the iſle of 
Pant, till November the roth---when a ſe- 
cond ſtorm at weſt drove us to Torbay, from 
whence we failed. on the 13th, but could not 
keep the ſea. In this reſtleſs ſituation, we 
had ſome intelligence of the enemy's intentions 
to move, and prompted with hope and anxie- 
ty, got on the 16th within 17 leagues of 
Uſbant, where the Swallow {loop moſt agreea- 
bly ſurpriſed us, with the account of Conflans's 
failing from Breſt on the 14th, with a fleet of 
21 fail of the line and four frigates. It is im- 
poſſible for you te conceive what joy this news 
gave our ſcurvy ſpirits, what an alteration it 
made when we had the moſt ſanguine hopes 
of being revenged on a fleet, that had kept us 
at ſea eight months, and every day wiſhing 
them to come out : we call it the period of all 
our misfortunes, —and crown ourſelves with 
the laurels of victory. Fired with the trueſt 
Britiſh courage, away we ſteered for Bellei/le, 
being well aſſured the marſhal of France me- 
ditated the deſtruction of Mr. Duff's ſquadron, 
which confined the veſſels, intended for the 
tranſportation of the troops under the duke 
D' Aguillon, in a river contiguous to Quiberon 
bay. But how we have fruſtrated all their 
ſchemes this day ! Diſcovering e>rly in the 
morning this formidable Armada under Bel- 


leifle, 
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leiſſe, Sir EDwarD Hawke gave the general 
ſignal for chaſe ;---when all, with equal emu- 
lation, ſeem'd to ſtart for the lillies of France, 
At half an hour paſt two in the afternoon, 
Sir John Bentley in the War-Spite began the 
action,---but---at too great a diſtance,---when 
Mr. Denis in the Dor/et/hire paſt on, reſerved 
his fire, tho* continually cannonaded by the 


whole fleet, but was ſoon ſeconded by the Re- 


ſolution, Magnanime, Revenge, Torbay and 


Defiance : the conteſt was warm till half an 


hour paſt four, when the The/e ſunk, and the 
Formidable, rear-admiral count de Verger, 
ſtruck his colours. Conflans in the Soleil Royal, 
kept a running fire, ſteering directly for the 
ſhore, and grounded before the Royal George 
could come up with her : the night coming on, 
Sir Edward Hawke haul'd off, when the Sy. 
 perbe ſunk cloſe to him, — darkneſs prevented 
the fleet effecting more. ſo a general ſig- 
nal was made to anchor. 


The next morning diſcovered the damages 
done the preceding evening: the Dorſeiſbire 
had 13 killed and 55 wounded ; the Re/alution 
diſmaſted on ſhore, alſo the Eſſex in endeavour- 
ing to aſſiſt her ;---the crews of both were 
ſaved, excepting 80 men who went on ſhore 
on rafts ; the Magnanime had 15 killed and 


1.2 65 wounded ; 
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65 wounded ; the Revenge had 8 killed and 
30 wounded ;---the Torbay 3 killed. 


Mr. Denis, after the action, received the 
particular thanks of Sir Edward Hawke, and 
the compliments of the captains of the fleet; 
Nor if a diſtinguiſhed courage and bravery, 
merit the private and publie attention of man- 
kind, — no perſon can have a greater right to it 


than himſelf. 


One part of marſhal de Conflans' s conduct 
deſerves your attention: when the count de 


Verger in the Formidable was warmly engaged 


with the flying van of Sir Edward Hawke's 


fleet, the marſhal according to the manucevre 


of the French, kept the headmoſt ſhip, and 
had a diſtant canonading, ſupported by ten 


more, againſt the Royal George; but the night 


coming on and blowing hard, he brought the 
Soleil Royal to an anchor. The next morning 
at the dawn of day, when he came to conſider 
his late conduct, he judiciouſly, to give a 


gloſs to his defeat, run his ſhip on ſhore, and 


paſſing cloſe to the Hero, (that had ſubmit- 


par} in the action) he fired a ſhot at her, —up- 
on which they flipped their cable, rehoiſted 
their colours, and brav-ly followed their ad- 


miral on ſhore,---abandoning their ſhips to 


be plundered and burnt by us. This at Paris 


will 
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will be a ſufficient theme for the moſt impu- 
dent gaſconade, for by a good relation it will 
appear he loſt his own ſhip in the action, but 
before he quitted her,---he. retook by his bra- 
very, vigilance and activity, the vanquiſhed 
Hero,---When,we conſider the marſhal's pu- 
ſillanimity and behaviour,---there is ſome 
judgment in this action. The diviſion com- 
manded by the count de Verger, behaved very 
gallantly, and equal to the good example he 
gave them. In the beginning of the 
action he was wounded, and carried from the 
deck, -but as ſoon as his wounds were dreſ- 
ſed, he was brought up in a chair where he 
was killed, - -and his brother, who ſucceeded 
him in the command, fell ſoon after him ;--- 
the ſecond captain alſo being killed,---the 
command devolved on the firſt lieutenant, 
who ſtruck the colours. The bodies of theſe 
three valiant men, were ſent on ſhore by Sir 
Edward Hawke, and buried by the duke 
D' 4guillon, with all thoſe military honours 
due to their exemplary characters. 


I muſt confeſs, I am a little aſham'd for de- 
taining you ſo long in reading a mere failor's 
letter, eſpecially when I can only make this 
apology,---that writing after a great victory, 

gives an intoxication only known to thoſe who 
4A have 


1174 
have fought and conquered, —— and amongſt 


the number to your friend, ſailor, and hum- 
ble ſervant, &c. 


P. S. This pile anecdote ſhall not be 
tedious. When this mighty fleet left Bre/t,--- 
all the officers were rolling about the decks 
with the ſea fickneſs,---and when they came 
to action, were as unfit to fight as dance ; 
they might truly ſay, not ſing with the duke of 
Dorſet, 
<« What reſiſtance can they find, 


« From men who've left their hearts and 
4 Jegs behind.“ 
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LEFT TE 1 


To G. T. E 
| 
Plymouth, December 23, 1759- 


HE honours we acquired by beat- 

ing the French fleet, compenſated for 

all the fatigues of an eight months cruize, and 
the dangers of the battle :---but nothing can 
ever be equivalent to the horrours ſuſtained in 
our paſſage home with the Formidable; the 
misfortunes and diſtreſſes which afflicted the 
ſhip and crew, are not to be parallePd :---ſhe 
was often ſinking from the number of ſhot 
holes received in the engagement,---difmaſted 
by the violence of the ſtorm, and for many 
hours the ſport of the winds and waves: 
her coppers waſhed away,---for want of which, 
her people ſubſiſted four days on the boat- 
ſwain's tallow.---W hen the Dorſetſbire rejoin'd 
her in this melancholy ſituation,---ſhe had 
but ten days half allowance for 500 men, 
---and found herſelf under a neceſſity at that 
time, of aſſiſting 1200 ſtarved with hunger 
and fatigue :--- but in the midſt of theſe grow- 
ing misfortunes, a favourable breeze ſprung 
up, and brought us ſafe to this place,---where 

5 PEERS | I 4 the 
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thefirſt letter gave me a ſhock beyond all and 


every melancholy woe and hardſhip hitherto 


experienced, in the death of my uncle Muſ- 
grave, O my friend ! what have we loſt ?--. 
All that was great, good, honourable, or 
virtuous; all that was wiſe, generous and no- 


ble. A man, whoſe integrity of ſoul, whoſe 


_ accompliſhed manners, vivacity of diſpoſition, 


temper, judgment and humanity, rendered 
him at once the envy and the glory of his time. 
No perſon ever knew him, but loved him ; 


nor was his death leſs glorious than his life; 


for every friend when living was as emulous 
to praiſe: him, as when dead to lament him. 
The world has loſt a great friend, ſociety a 


greater, and individuals the greateſt ;--- 


amongſt which none ſhall be my rival but his 
widow. O George ! what is there that we 
poſſeſs, but to him we are indebted for it? 
His munificence and tenderneſs rais'd us in our 
earlieſt years; his paternal cares ever watched 


over our education, and to the knowledge 


of the ſcholar, he joined the knowledge of the 


world, and the manners of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed gentleman : his cordial admonitions 
have been the happy means of ſteering us 
through this world of vice, without being a 


diſgrace to our kindred, or a blot to ſociety : 


A* FOI . ho- 


nour 


| ( ) : 
nour we occupy,---and, alas ! I. fear in his 

death, we loſe every hope of advancement.--- 
There are few men living, who can boaſt of 
having ſuch a parent, — and none excel my 
griefs, for the loſs of every thing that the, 
God of nature and the world could beſtow. 
I have now nothing remaining by me, but 
thoſe ſalutary maxims he gave me in his let- 
ters, and the lively remembrance of a man, 
whom few equalled, whom none excelled.--- 
The laſt admonitions I received from him 
were ſo ſhort, and ſo good, that I cannot for- 
bear repeating them to you, tho' you have of- 
ten had them from his own mouth. Love 
God above all things, your neighbour as 
«« yourſelf, and do unto all, as you would 
* be done unto.---Be careful of your money, 
„ without being covetous ; for remember, 
5 friends of any kind are ſcarce, and pecuni- 
* aryones moſtfo ;--for in this venal age, you'll 

find few ſo ſteady to you as ten guineas: men 
e Jovemoney too well to part with it, but when 
„ you ſpend it---let it be in better company 
than yourſelf ; for of all fatal rocks, avoid 
& low company!” Such were the maxims he re- 
commended and wiſhed us to imbibe. O 
I could write rheams to his memory with my 
own tears, but all * efforts are weak, when 


I recollect : 
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I recolle& they are to praiſe a man, who had 
the greateſt virtues, with the feweſt vices.--- 
Adieu, my dear triend,---and let us to the 
utmoſt of our ability, be as ſteady to the or- 


Phan, as he has been to us: and as we are 


ſenfible of his good deeds and friendſhip, let 
us be equally active and attentive to thoſe 
who may ever require our aſſiſtance. 


Adieu. 
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